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Chapter 1: EDUCATION
1.1

Text 1: University applicant interest in hard sciences plummets

TASK 1: READING

Read the questions in Task 2 before you read the text. Do not try to understand the
exact meaning of every word.

Universities have noted a severe drop in students applying to study mathematics,
physics and chemistry in Finland this year, as hard sciences continue to lose their
appeal. Many degree programmes also require applicants to have studied long maths,
an upper secondary school course option that more and more youth are rejecting in

favour of a shorter course of studies. Some feel the dearth of such students could come

back to haunt Finland’s export industries some day.

Applicants to Finland’s hard science umiversity studies have taken a sharp dive,
according to university application figures from this spring. The number of students
applying to study mathematics, for example, has almost halved at some academic
institutions in the last six years.

Part of the phenomenon can be attributed to smaller age group populations.
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But a second contributing factor is the first-time applicant quota system adopted in
Finland in 2016. In an effort to cut down on students applying to several different
universities and degree programmes consecutively, the government has created a rule
that gives first-time applicants preference. This has led to a situation where a student
that wishes to eventually study medicine cannot start by studying chemistry at the
university — a foot in the door tactic widely used in the past — in the hopes of later
gaining entrance to the medicine faculty, because they would be penalized as a second-
time applicant.

A third reason can be found in the secondary schools. Many upper secondary school
students are rejecting the long course of math studies for the shorter alternative.
Attendance in the long course of study in mathematics has more or less steadily eroded
since the year 2000. The bottom line: too few students are studying advanced maths.
16-year-olds changing the economy

Many upper secondary students choose not to study advanced maths, or physics or
chemistry because they don’t think they will ever need them. “This could be a false
assumption”. Jouni Pursiainen 1s director of the Oulu University’s LUMA Centre, a
nationwide organization working to encourage young people to study science,
technology, engineering and maths.

Pursiainen says a good performance in advanced maths is a real leg up for anyone,
opening doors to study many other subjects beyond the hard sciences specifically. such
as the natural sciences, technology, economics and agriculture and forestry. He has
calculated that a long course of study in mathematics is a prerequisite for 93 percent of
the degree programmes at Oulu University.

He says the problem i1s that the upper secondary schools don’t do enough to prepare
the students for higher education.

“Asking 15 and 16-year-olds to decide on their careers basically puts them in charge of
the future direction of our economy.” Pursiainen said.

Oulu University services director Kimmo Kuortti says that the more freedom students

are given to choose their own course content, the more they will reject hard science.

TASK 2: PREVIEWING THE TEXT

What is the main idea?



2. Where is the text probably taken from?

3. What is the writer’s main purpose?

4. Who is the intended reader?

n

In what style is it written?

TASK 3: VOCABULARY AND COLLOCATIONS

Find the Vietnamese equivalents of the following words and phrases.

—

hard sciences

lose their appeal

upper secondary school
lower secondary school
the dearth of

to halve

be attributed to

first-time applicant quota system

A T AT o

a foot in the door

10. advanced maths



11.bottom line
12. a false assumption
13. a prerequisite

14. higher education

TASK 4: UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT
Analyze the following sentences to understand their meaning.

1. Universities have noted a severe drop in students applying to study mathematics,
physics and chemistry in Finland this year, as hard sciences continue to lose their

appeal.

2. The number of students applying to study mathematics, for example, has almost

halved at some academic institutions in the last six years.

3. A second contributing factor is the first-time applicant quota system adopted in

Finland in 2016.



5. Asking 15 and 16-year-olds to decide on their careers basically puts them in charge of

the future direction of our economy.

TASK 5: TRANSLATION
Translate the text into Vietnamese.
TASK 6: COMMENTING

Assessing and commenting on your translated version
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Text 2: Chia khéa dé tré thanh cong dan toan cau chinh l1a ngoai ngir
TASK I: READING

Read the questions in Task 2 before you read the text.

Chia khéa dau tién ma sinh vién Viét Nam can cé dé tré thanh céng dan toan cau la
phai biét ngoai ngit. Néu khong cé thi lao dong nwéc ta sé khéng thé nao canh
tranh voi nhan lwc cac nwedc khdc khi hoi nhap.

D6 la nhitng chia sé ctia 6ng Bui Quang Vinh, nguyén Bo truong Bo Ké hoach & Pau
tw voi sinh vién, giang vién Truong PH Tén Pire Thing trong vai tro la dién gia chinh
cua budi doi thoai “Ton tai va phat trién trong xu thé hoi nhap khu vue va toan cau
héa” dién ra vao ngay 18/5.

Chat lwong nguon nhan hre ciing nhw sw canh tranh trong lao dong & trong nuwde lan
mrée ngoai ngay cang khoc liét. Mot giang vién dat cau hoi rang “Sinh vién Viét Nam
phai c6 thai d6 nhu thé nao & trong viéc hoc hang ngay dé dinh hwéng sau khi tot
nghiép du ning lre dé canh tranh véi nuede ngoai?”

Ong Bui Quang Vinh cho ring thoi hoi nhap, thoi ma ca thé gidi 1a mot mat phang cho
nén chia khéa dau tién ma cac sinh vién Viét Nam muon tré thanh cong dan toan cau
chinh 1a ngoai ngit. Néu khong biét ngoai ngir thi ching ta khong dwoce nhan lam viée
o dau ca. Pay la thach thite to 1on khi m¢ cwra thi treong lao dong, lao dong nudc ta
phai canh tranh rat cao bai lao dong cac nude Philippines, Singapore, Indonesia,...déu
no6i dwoc tiéng Anh.

Nguyén Bo6 trwong Bui Quang Vinh cho biét, nhibu doanh nghiép nwée ngoai than
phién véi 6ng rang ngwdi Viét Nam rat gioi nhung ngoai ngit lai rat kém. Do d6, éng
Vinh cho rang ban than sinh vién phai nhin thay dwoc han ché cia minh va phan dau
hoc hoi. Néu trong trirong chuyén nganh chura 6 thi nén trang bi ngoai ngir thém & cac
trung tdm bén ngoai. Cac trwong phai phan dau rat nhiéu boi mudn trang bi cho sinh
vién ngoai ngir tot thi cac trwdong phai chuan bi d6i ngii gido vién c6 ngoai ngit thong

thao, k¥ ning tt.

TASK 2: PREVIEWING THE TEXT

What is the main idea?



n

Where is the text probably taken from?

What is the writer’s main purpose?

Who is the intended reader?

In what style is it written?

TASK 3: VOCABULARY AND COLLOCATIONS

Find the English equivalents of the following words and phrases.
1. cong dan toan cau

.nguyen Bo treong

. nhan luc

. ho1 nhap

. buodi doi thoai

. thach thire to lon

-1 & B

. do1 ngu gido vién



TASK 4: UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

Analyze the following sentences to understand their meaning.

l. Chat lrong nguoén nhéan lwe cting nhw su canh tranh trong lao dong & trong mrde
lan nwée ngoai ngay cang khoc liét.

2. Ong Bui Quang Vinh cho rang thoi hoi nhap, thoi ma ca the gidi la mot mat
phang cho nén chia khoéa dau tién ma cac sinh vién Viét Nam muon tré thanh cong dan
toan cau chinh la ngoai ngtr.

3. Day la thach thire to 1on khi mé ctra thi trvong lao dong, lao dong nudce ta phai
canh tranh rat cao bai lao dong cac nuwde Philippines, Singapore, Indonesia. ...déu noi

dwoc tiéng Anh.

4. Céac truong phai phan dau rat nhiéu boi mudn trang bi cho sinh vién ngoai ngir
t6t thi cac truong phai chuan bi d6i ngii gido vién cé ngoai ngit thong thao, k¥ ning
tot.



TASK 5: TRANSLATION
Translate the text into English.
TASK 6: COMMENTING

Assessing and commenting on your translated version
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